





Easter Morning

An Encouraging Word
from Rick Redding

n Bible times the shepherd not only tended his sheep,
Ibut he also spent the night with them. In fact, in place

of a door, the shepherd slept on the ground at the
entrance to the sheepfold. What better protection could the
sheep have from animals of prey?
Well, here at the Mission we don’t
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time of singing and eaut!ful yet ever-expanding. Today that vision for
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, bacon .
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Each day we see prodigal sons and daughters return to the Father. The
dead find life; the lost are found. Just as Jesus brought people back to life, so
does the Holy Spirit breathe life into those who come to our doors.

The other day a woman came up to me and gave me a huge bear
hug — thanking the Mission for giving her back her son. A father wept
uncontrollably as he held my hand in gratitude, saying his daughter had now
been reunited with the family.

This is what Easter is all about. God still moves in the hearts of people
who want to be refreshed and renewed. Thank you for your continued support
of this ministry of rescue. Our entire staff wishes you a joyous Easter. He is
risen... He is risen, indeed.

and meal, call 775-329-0485.

Your servant,

Rick Redding, Executive Director
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If you want to know what pure hell is like,

just look at my past

y name is Norman. Believe
it or not, to get high I would
drink rubbing alcohol every

day. Vodka couldn’t get me drunk
anymore, so I went the cheap route.
Don’t ask me how I survived, because
I don’t have the answer. I just know

I lived for the devil most of my life.

I liked the partying, the lifestyle, the
drugs — and eventually the rubbing
alcohol. How far could a person get
from God!

I flirted with disaster
every day. It’s a miracle I
survived. I drank, smoked
and fought. Over and over
my family tried to help
me, but I was hell-bent
on doing things my own
wicked way. I dropped
out of school in the
fifth grade. As a result,

I neither read nor write

in English or Spanish.

But here at the Mission, I’'m slowly
learning how to read the Bible. If God
can change a person like me, He can
change anyone.

I’m not ready to leave the Mission yet
Someone asked me when I would
be ready to leave the Mission. I said,
not now. Maybe three years from now.
I’'m scared to death to go out there for
fear of what I might do. I'm not strong
enough yet. But I know with God on
my side, one day He will give me the
strength I need to make it out there.

“Believe it or not,
to get high | would
drink rubbing alcohol
every day. Vodka
couldn’t get me drunk
anymore, so | went
the cheap route.”

But let me say a
word to you who donate
to the Mission — and this
comes straight from my
heart. I would give my life
for you because of what
you’ve done for me. You
introduced me to Jesus. Because of
your donations, I’'m clean and sober.
I no longer engage in illegal activity.
I don’t have enough words to express
my thanks.

I’ve finally found freedom in
Jesus Christ. If it weren’t for you, the
Mission and the staff, I would not be
here today. If you’re a young person
reading this, take it from me: stay in
school; don’t smoke pot or do meth.

If you do, you will have a hell on earth.

Go Jesus” way and He will give you a
life worth living. God bless you.
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for your support throughout the past year

“... our Mission remains
the same: to provide a safe
haven where people who
are homeless and want
help can be rescued.”

You are the lifeblood of the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission

The good news is that your prayers, influence and financial support provide
us with the opportunity to minister to the whole person — body, soul and spirit.

It’s not headline news that 2009 was a tough year for all of us. But because
you stood by us during those difficult months, we made it. And because the
Mission made it, so did hundreds of men and women who otherwise might have
just been walking the bases instead of walking with the Lord.

To keep on reaching out to people in physical and spiritual need with a gift,
please use the form enclosed or call us at 775-323-0386. You may also donate on
our secure website www.rsgm.org. Thank you for being a friend to the poor and
needy in Reno-Sparks during the Easter season and throughout the year. 3



