THE CROSSING

RENO-SPARKS GOSPEL MISSION, INC.

Working since 1963 to end hunger, homelessness, poverty and
substance abuse in our community

FALL-WINTER ISSUE

‘When will my life get better? Now | know.’

My name is CesarAnd before | came to the Reno-Sparks

Gospel Mission, my life was unmanageable.

In jail, | looked at my life. | was getting nowhere, feeling
hopeless, feeling like the weight of the world was on my

My life is a story of bad decisions, bad environments andshouldersThese mixed emotions were eating me alive. |

being influenced by
the wrong people.
Most of my life |
have had problems
with the law | have
been “on paper” since
| was 15. | am tired
of being in the
system.

| was on the path
to destruction, trying
to fit in with the
wrong people, feel
accepted and loved. |
put myself through
insanity thinking life
was all right and
hiding my feelings,
when really | was

sad, lonely and angry

At times silence
was the only thing
that kept me alive. |
would be quiet and
listen to what my
older friends said and
the things they had been through. | would think of ways |
could try to perfect their wrongs.

‘If only | knew then what |
know now, | would have
stopped the insanity

thought, “When will my life get
better?”

Yet | ran from drug court. | could
not handle being sohdrthought
being high would take away this
pain | had inside — only to find that
when the high went away all the
pain came back. In jail, people asked
if | believed in God. | said yes.

If only | knew then what | know
now, | would have stopped the
insanity But then again, | would not
be the person | am toddyooking at
my past gives me hope nplhecause
| do not have to prove myself to
anyone but God, and because of that
| am a better and stronger person.

| find myself doing things | never
would, like reading the Bible and
asking God to make me a better
person. It takes a lot of patience
working with God (and probably the other way around too),
but it is worth it.

| had to tear myself down to build myself back Tbis
Mission is one of the best programs because we have to work
with what we have rather than what we wdihis is where |
am at this point in lifeAt the Mission, | feel loved, accepted
and at peace with myself.

And it feels good.

| want to thank all of you who support the Gospel Mis-

| always thought | had control of my drug, but | realized |l sion.You helped meAnd your support allows me to help

was addicted when my mom and dad saw the things | put

others with the same struggle by showing them how God

myself through, catching my first felony at 18 and going to, works in my life and how God can change the bad into good.

jail. 1 felt like a failure in life All the people who looked up
to me, | let down.

| am proof that anyone can change by bringing God into
their life.
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God Almighty

An original poem by Maurice DeBerry
Graduate, Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission

An EncouragingWord from Rick Redding

| am God Almightye first and the last.
| am He that isgsent,

ToddAgneW sings that his Jesus would never be accepted
the futue and the past.

in his church because His bloody and dirty feet might
stain the carpet.

Many times | laealled you,
but you turned anciliked aay
Not vanting to en listen
to what | had to say
Now you couldrsee wheryou ere ging,
or whez any trapsere laid.
But though log | tried to &arn you,
and with hopes that you'd obey

That's how our clients often feel.

They come to us beaten down, bloodied and dirtied by life.
They look to us for help while at the same time fully expect-
ing fingerpointing and disapproving stares.

Fortunatelythey find hope, love and hands

o) CLSER AL LIS T outstretched to pull them up from their troubles.

chipping aay at sin,

Hoping that you'd aesw
Open up and let Me in.
Wishing | could come

Get beneath the tough

Our goal at the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission is t outer shell and you'll

model the life and ministry of our Jestitirough-

though alted tlrg?rlmdgf out our halls, you'll see this spirit of Jesus in find a scargd child
thought, action. From getting down in the trenches with th trapped in an
Hoping you'd changour homeless to loosening the grip of addiction, our adults body
mind staf tirelessly works to improve the lives of the
befoe your timeas less fortunate.
bought.

But as the sun continued te g&/light,
and the moon alys her glow
That same unfaithful pattern
you alays seem to show

Oh, lut now you opened up your heart

and you finally let Me in,
So I'd log to expgss Myrgtltude
by blessing youeeg,
| want to gig you earything
the heans havin stoe,
E\erything your heart desir
lies behind My Hesé doors.

For | loe you, and | eated you,
And eerything is Mine,
For | am the Alpha and Omeg
And you willemain Mine
through all of time.

This is a group that seems unlovable on the surface. But when we get beneatt
the tough outer shell, we often find scared men and women — little children
trapped in adult bodies hoping someone will rescue them.

And you make it all possible.

Enjoy your holiday newslette®ur prayer is that you'll take a few minutes to
read about the impact you have in this incredible community we all call home.

God bless you all,

Rick Redding
Executive Director

Mary & Martha's: AW omen’s Stor e with a Sweet T ooth

Chocolates and fine clothes await shop-
pers at the new Mary & MarttaFashion
for Less store, which recently opened at
1075 North Hills Blvd. in Reno.

It's a new venture by the Reno-Sparks

Gospel Mission — one that'designed to
move “out of the box” of traditional non-
profit undertakings, said Rick Redding, ex-
ecutive directar

“Thrift stores are the backbone of mostiss

charities,” Redding said. “@wanted to try &
something diferent. Most of our shoppers

have no idea the store is run by the Mission
They just know its a great-looking store £
with great deals on clothése’ve had noth- SEEISSERE
ing but wonderful reviews and comments.

Named after the biblical sisters knowrj

for their work and social traits, Mary & i

Martha’s is set in a garden theme with lat

tice and antique furniture. “M&M” fea-
tures new and like new womeriashions,
from blouses and skirts to jackets and
purses.

To add to the experience, bags of
“M&M” candies are available for custom-
ers to nibble on while they shop.

Located in the Raleg’shopping cen-
ter, Mary & Marthas is open from 9:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Satur
day. New clothes are added daily so ev-
ery day is a new shopping experience!

We need nice clothedf you or your
church or womers’ group would like to
donate new and quality used wonwen’
clothing for Mary & Marthas, please
specify their use and dropfatt our ware-
house, 215TimberWay, Reno or call for
pickup at 775-323-7999.



A ‘living addiction’ turned

Into a life of blessings

My name is Christina. My life was a living addiction.

Through my teen-age years, | managed to bring into this world two beautiful
children. But, shortly after their birth, | imprisoned myself with drugs. My addiction
had a hold on me, and | spent several years not only locked up but locked within my

own decisions and addiction.

Pretty selfish | was! | held onto my addictidrhen | realized one day that all my
blessings were still around me but not very close to me. Dwindling away is what theyz75.323.0386 ext 12
were, until everything was gone: My husband, my children.

daily bread” was the only
verse that | truly understood. | followed those words to strengthen my mind and to
help me be open-minded to the word of God.

By the grace of God all my children, husband and also my parents are all a part of

my life today

My life was savedThrough Jesus Christ, | have all my blessings in my life today

and | have a chance.

| was wandering around town homeless,
broken, tired and scared. Someone men-
tioned to me about the Mission. My first
night there | felt the Spirit of God. God
spoke to me, He told me this is where my
life will change and that He will restore and
bless my life with everything | loved and
ever wanted.

So, | began to pray really felt the
presence of the Spirit of God when | prayed
to be given a chance to change my life. It
was answered by my acceptance into the
Reno-Sparks Gospel Missiarecovery
program!

The Lords Prayer was the only prayer
that | ever knew and “Give us this day our

“God told me
this is whermy life
will chang.”

Thank you all for donating to the Missiorou help restore lives like mine.

Holiday Events at RSGM

* Random Acts of Kindn@sesdayNov 20 & Thursdalec. 20.
RSGM teams fan oubtlgh low-income neighborhoods passing out
grocery gift certificates and food to unsuspecting families

» Thanksgiving DayeBkfast5:30 a.m. No22 at the Mission, 355
Record St. It seememagncy in town ses/a Thanksgiving meal, so
we're trying something diffiet: Scrambled eggs, ham and fruit to start

their day off right.

* Christmas Meal and Giftéamy:Noon Sundaec 23 at the Mis-
sion, 355 Record St. ‘& no Sunday lunclogams, so&e filling a
need for the 1,20@ wxpect to serv

Please join us! If you or your familypgchurh would like to help in
any of these emts, please call Katy Calidat 775-323-0386, Ext. 12

Staff Directory

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Pastor Rick Redding, MA, MFT, LADC
775.323.0386 ext 11

rick@rsgm.org

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Katy Cardwell

katy@rsgm.org

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
Luis Santoni, MBA

775.323.0386 ext 14
luis@rsgm.ory

CHAPLAIN
Pastor Gerald van der Wende
775.329.0698

gerry@rsgm.org

COORDINATOR, COUNSELING &
EDUCATION

Derrick Johnson, M.Div.
775.323.0386 ext 17
derrick@rsgm.org

MEN’'S DROP IN CENTER
Bud Cardwell, Manager
775.329.8070
bud@rsgm.org

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Todd Smith
775.323.0386 ext 18

WOMEN'’S SERVICES COORDINATOR
Tammy Treadwell
775.323.0386 ext 10

RECORD STREET FACILITY
355 Record St.

Reno, NV 89512
775.329.0485

DONATIONS/PICK UP
775.323.7999
dispatch@rsgm.omy

RSGM ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
2115 Timber Way
Reno, NV 89512

PO. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

775.323.0386

info@rsgm.org WWW.rsgm.org



Meet the Staff

Name: Katy Cardwell
Position: Executive Secretary
Joined the Mission in 2001

U
Why did you want to work for the Gospel Mission?
I believed, since childhood, that God called me to serve Him by serving others.

=

What are your job duties?

As the Executive Secretamost of my responsibilities are administrative (deal-
ing with our database, mailings, monetary donations, licensure, etc.). Igaso or
nize our volunteers for special events, oversee our friveg @ind minister to our
clients as opportunity permits.

What's the best pat about working at the Gospel Mission?

NEEDS LIST
* Your prayers

* Personal-sized deodorant

* Shaving cream

* Disposable razors

» Toothbrushes & toothpaste

» Clothing for men, women & children

» Ground cdfee

» Nonperishable foods for our community pantry
*» Socks and underwear for men and women

* Bleach, Pine Sol disinfectant, cleanser
 Laundry detagent

* Aspirin and non-aspirin tablets/Fiid supplies
* Dishwashing liquid

« Paper & plastic grocery bags

* Men’s, womers & childrens shoes

* Furniture

* Collectibles/antiques

* Cars/trucks

* Housewares

» Jewelry

Watching lives change. Seeing hope, joy and self-worth return to the faces afg|ectronics

those we serve.

Tell us about yourself.

| grew up in Petaluma, CA, the youngest of 3 and graduated from Santa.Rosa Jr

College with arA.A. in Liberal Arts and a 3.83 GR | spent my childhood (be-

* Appliances (major and small)

* Knick-Knacks

If you can help, please call us at
775.323.7999

ginning at age 3) rock-climbing, back-packing and cross-country skiing with my

parents and sibling$Ve were in the mountains more weekends than we were

home. | love the outdoors, as this is where | feel the presence of God most.strongly

Nothing makes me marvel at the wonder of God more than sleeping out on a tar:

under the stars or finding shelter under a tree as a big thunderstorm rolls throughfHRIFT DEPOT KIETZKE
the mountains. My husband, Bud, and | share our home with a spunky kitty name6i30 Gentry Way (at Kietzke)

“Peppy” who keep us laughing with his antics.

What's one thing about you that surprises people?
The depth of my faith and the fact that it was so strong at a very young age.

Favorite TV show?
I’'m not much of &'V fan, but | do enjoy watching Professional Bullriders (PBR).

What's the most influential book(s) you've ead otherthan the Bible?
SaintAmong Savages: The Life of Saint Isaac JodpyeSrancisTalbot. Isaac
Jogues demonstrated true selflessness and faith as he witnessed tarh&iive
cans in the 1'7TCentury

What's the best criticism you evereceived?

“Who made you God?” | was humbled by the question, as | found myself trying

to control things which are in Gathands, not mine.

Favorite food?
Mom'’s swiss-steak and mashed potatoes

How did you come to know Christ?
Primarily through my mother and my Catholic upbringing. | gave my life to God

when | was 12-years-old and promised to go anywhere He sent me. | never guesse

775.825.4424/9-5 pm Mon-Sat

THRIFT DEPOT RENO
575 E. Fourth St. (at Elko)
775.786.4499/9-4:45 pm Mon- Sat

THRIFT DEPOT SPARKS

640 Greenbrae Dr. #160
(Greenbrae Shopping Center)
775.331.5020/9-5 pm Mon-Sat

MARY& MARTHA'S FASHION FOR LESS
1075 North Hills Dr., #240
(Raley’s Shopping Center)
775.677.2266
9:30-5:30 pm Mon- Sat

We Need Your Winter Hel

-O,\/Ien’s and women’s SOCKS to

the journey woulld unfold as it has, but | know God has been with me every step ofvarm their feet on chilly nights

the way

What is your fondest memory since joining the Mission?
Meeting my husband, Bud. He now manages the $/@2rop In Center

How do individuals have an impact on the Gospel Mission?
We couldnt do it without youThe $1.00 donethe $1,000 dongthe store man-

* COFFEE to warm their bellies
* WINTER COATS (men’s, women’s
and children’s) to shield their bodies
* Wrapped new TOYS (labeled with
age and gender) for our Annual

ager who donates food, the individual who gives household goods that generat€hristmas Coat and Toy Drive

funds through the thrift stores, th@anksgiving volunteer All who help are
equally important as together we are able to pradideose in need.

If you had 60 seconds with someone, what would you want them to know
about the Mission?

That a lot of good is being done here. Clsiktve is demonstrated at RSGM.
“They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” is not just a hymn by Peter
Scholtes, it really happens here. Lives change as a direct result.

* AND...gloves, scarves, knit hats to
give to adults at our Christmas Meal

ITEMS CAN BE DROPPED AT
355 RECORD STREET OR
2115 TIMBER WAY
OR CALL 775.323.7999



