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Thank you for your loving support of this mission of rescue…

When lives once hard as steel come face to face with the power of 
the risen Lord, miracles begin to take place. When purpose and 
meaning take the place of living by the lawlessness of the street, 

lives are changed and priorities are rearranged. And when God becomes a 
reality in the hearts of our residents, there’s a ripple effect in their lives that 
cannot be denied.
	 But none of these miracles could take place at Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission without your kindness and generosity. Your donations and prayerful 
support help us plant seeds of hope in lives that once knew only desolation. 
Then as God works in shattered spirits, new life emerges. Growth happens. 
What was once old and dismal becomes fresh and new.

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about two stories in 

the Bible: the Good Samaritan and the widow who 

gave all she had to the Lord — commonly known 

as the “widow’s mite.” Both stories have one common 

theme: each individual did what was right 

even though it was not convenient. The Good 

Samaritan was probably on his way home. But 

he stopped, had compassion for a stranger, put 

him up in the inn and promised to do more, if 

necessary. It was inconvenient for him to take 

the time to do all this, but he stretched out his 

hand of caring anyway.

	 Then there was this incredible woman 

who gave all she had to God that day in the 

temple. Women of that day were not treated 

too well to begin with. Widows had it even 

more difficult. This woman could have used 

that money to help feed her family. Perhaps 

she could have used those two pennies to buy something for her home.  

But no. She did the right thing…the inconvenient thing. She gave what 

she had to the Lord.

When you support the Mission �����������������������������

	 I would like to believe we at Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission will also be 

counted among those who do the right thing even when it’s inconvenient. It’s 

not always easy to work with the homeless. But God demands we do all we 

can to give the homeless hope for a brighter tomorrow. 

	 Right now we are embarking on yet another mission of faith. Because 

the city has cut $258,000 of its budget for feeding the homeless, we are now 

feeding an additional 500 people each night. This means we feed upwards of 

1,000 people a day. This doubles our food costs. Is this convenient? No. Is it 

the right thing to do? Absolutely. And with your ongoing support we know 

God will provide for our growing needs. Thank you for blessing the homeless, 

the addicted and the lost with your gifts. Thank you for celebrating your 

Thanksgiving holiday by living out your faith in this most tangible way.  

God bless you and keep you always.

			   Your servant,

			   Rick Redding, Executive Director

An Encouraging Word 

from Rick Redding
Garage and Yard Sale

Father God
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The Mission is asking local 
residents to donate their unsold 
garage or yard sale items to help 

with services for the poor and 
homeless.
	 Just call 
us before or 
after your 
garage or yard 
sale, tell us when 
you want us to 
come and we’ll 
send a truck to 
pick up your items — and 
anything else you want to clear out of 
your garage!
	 You’ll get a clutter-free garage, a tax 
receipt for your donation and peace of 
mind knowing that you helped the 
unfortunate in our area!
	 Call us at 775-323-7999 (weekdays) 
or 775-379-9161 (weekends), or email 
us at dispatch@rsgm.org to schedule 
your pickup!
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By Danielle 
Mission program client

Palms out. 
Palms up. 
My life is yours. 
Here’s my cup.

On my knees; 
With you. For you. 
I’m giving it all up. 
Make me brand new.

I’ll never turn my back, 
I’ll follow until the end. 
When my world is dark, 
Unconditional love you send.

My last breath: 
Short and sweet. 
My cup overflows; 
And now we meet.



…Going to Jail Is Simple…
living God’s Way is hard

My name is Jason. Before I 
came to Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission, I was a mess. I was 

a drug dealer, a drug user, a robber and 
a thief. I made the most of this city that 
never sleeps. Gambling was my way of 
life. Even though I’d always lose at the 
tables, I never quit. I always had plenty 
of money — drug money. I’m a Cuban 
American, and I was into Santeria 
voodoo. That belief in the occult set 
the stage for nothing but negativity 
in my life. Only when I believed God 
loved me and cared about 
me did I start to change 
my ways. One thing is 
for certain. If it hadn’t 
been for the Mission, 
I’d be dead. When I was 
arrested, the doctor said 
my blood pressure was so 
high I could have easily 
died. In so many ways 
my arrest was my rescue. 
The handcuffs got my 
attention. I suddenly realized there  
was another way to live.

I no longer give Satan power  
over my life
	 Today I can honestly say if God 
can change the heart of a former 
criminal like me, He can transform 
the life of anyone. I don’t give Satan 
any more power. I no longer think of 
getting high. Jesus took the yoke of 
drug use off my neck and is giving me 
new life in Him. However, going to jail 
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is simple; living Christ’s way — the 
right way — is not so easy. But if I 
stay faithful to Jesus, remain in close 
fellowship with other Christians and 
read God’s Word, I know I’ll make it. 
	 At this Thanksgiving season, I’m 
so grateful for the help you’re giving 
me. I’m especially thankful to you for 
your generous donations. Thank you 
for helping me remove myself from 
a worldly haze and for bringing me 
into the light of God’s Son. I hope 
you’ll come visit the Mission during 

the Thanksgiving season. 
When you see what your 
donations are doing, you 
may leave saying, I had 
no idea…I honestly had no 
idea how much the Mission 
is doing with my gifts. 
Thank you, and God  
bless you.

You give so much more than food and warm beds
	 We are grateful to you for standing alongside us as we bring a message of 
light and hope into the lives of so many who live in darkness. Yes, you provide 
nourishing food, warm beds and comfortable clothing for men, women and 
children. But you give so much more: Your ongoing compassion and caring 
provide a disciplined, loving environment where people can say yes to Jesus, who 
wants to make them whole. 
	 To give yet another generous donation to help us keep wrapping our arms 
around the homeless, please use the remit slip. Your donations go directly to help 
heal broken hearts and crushed spirits. You may also give your gift on our secure 
website at www.rsgm.org. Thank you for being a friend of the homeless and 
needy during the Thanksgiving season and throughout the year. 

Your donations 
and support of this 
Mission are helping 

to give me a new 
life. Thank you. 

Thank you for your loving support of this mission of rescue…

Graduation

Testimonial image client supplied, $0

The Holiday Season 
Is Upon Us
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It’s time to start preparing for the 
holiday season!

	 Volunteer slots fill up fast for 
the Mission’s annual Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Day meal services 
for the homeless, and for our 
“random acts of kindness” events 
in the community.
	S ign up today by calling 
Tammie at 775-323-0386, ext. 16.

The Mission experienced a 
historical first during the 
summer when it graduated 

four women from its long-term 
residential recovery program.
	 It’s the first time in the nearly 
50-year Mission history that 
the entire graduating class was 
female — and three of the four 
earned their GEDs in addition to 
fulfilling the rigors of the Mission 
program!
	A ll of us at the Mission are 
so proud and 
excited for the 
future of 
Meagan, 
Beverley, 
Jeanne and 
Megan. 



Fashion at the Mission

Please use this completed form and return it with your Thanksgiving donation, or 
donate online at www.rsgm.org. Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law. 
You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO. 		E  XP. DATE 

NAME	S IGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Stepping in to fill the gap left by 
government budget cuts, the Mission 
has doubled its meals program to serve 

nearly 1,000 hot meals a day to the homeless 
and needy.
	 To save $258,000, the City of Reno and 
Washoe County voted to eliminate the 
evening meals program at the Community 
Assistance Center beginning July 1. 
Catholic Community Services of Northern 
Nevada had been providing sandwiches 
and sack dinners to the men, women and 
families at the campus’ three shelters.
	 The Gospel Mission’s decision comes  
at no cost to taxpayers.
	 “We saw a need and our staff immediately 
wanted to help,” said Rick Redding, Mission 
Executive Director. “People have told me we’re 
crazy to do this for free. I tell them this isn’t 
about money; it’s about our core beliefs to 
help others. It’s not only what we do, but 
it’s who we are.”
	 The decision means hot dinners for 
each of the 280 men, women and children 
in the public shelters off Record Street. But 
the Mission also went the extra mile and 
decided to serve the 230 residents of “tent 
city” — a makeshift campground outside the shelters that houses men and 
women who cannot, or decline to, utilize the public shelter system.
	 Redding and his staff partnered up with Spread Peace Reno, a 
grassroots group of various faiths and backgrounds that had been serving 
meals to the street homeless for several months.
	 “We wanted to reach tent city, but we had limited manpower,” Redding 
said. “Spread Peace Reno was already doing it, so we just joined forces. 
We make it, they deliver it. It’s a great community effort.”

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m ��$______ to provide as many meals and as much 

care as possible

Here’s my gift of:

m Please bill my credit card (please print):
m VISA  m MC

My Thanksgiving Gift
YES, Rick, you can count on 
my enthusiastic support for this 
ministry of rescue. It’s my privilege 
to be on the Mission team. 

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission 
doubles its meals program
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A chance encounter with 
a young veteran inspired 
a local fashion designer to 

raise nearly $1,000 for the Mission.
	A bout 250 people showed up to 
Jordan Miller’s community fashion 
show, which featured the collections 
from nine designers and one local 
store.
	 Jordan said she wanted to help a 
local charity and received the advice 
to find one that “spoke” to her. That 
night she met a young homeless 
veteran. “That moment really pulled at 
my heartstrings because it made me 
realize that there are kids my age who 
have seen war and are now homeless 
for different reasons,” she said.
	 “After that, everything seemed to 
fall into place. The Mission looked like 
the best homeless shelter in town, 
and when I came to talk to them, 
everyone seemed super genuine and 
stoked that I was organizing this 
whole thing.”
	 The young designer, who has been 
accepted into the Fashion Institute of 
Design and Merchandising in Los 
Angeles, said the event was worth 
every ounce of stress.
	 “I thought the experience was 
magical,” said Jordan, who operates 
Red Dirt Fashion. “Nothing could 
compare to the feeling of joy that I 
got while handing…the money over 
to the Gospel Mission. The look of 
pure wonder on everyone’s faces 
made all the hours of stress and 
madness more than worth it.”


