






The Judge said it was Either Jail Time 
or Time at the Mission

My name is Vanessa. I’m 21 
years old and I didn’t think 
I’d live long enough to be 

this happy. I learned 
about the Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission in 
drug court. The judge 
gave me two options: 
jail time or time at the 
Mission. It didn’t take 
me long to make my 
decision. I’ve been  
in rehab programs 
before where I was 
just a number. Here, 
it’s so different.  
I have friends and a staff that  
truly care about my physical and 
spiritual condition. 
	 When I came to the Mission 
my eyes were empty and I looked 
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like death. I’d just come from the 
streets where I was a thief and a 
drug addict. To support my habit I’d 

con and manipulate 
people and steal from 
stores. I was so high 
I didn’t even care if 
I got caught. Now 
I’m starting to make 
amends. I’m so sorry 
for the pain I’ve 
caused my family and 
others close to me. 
I’ve wasted so much 
time. But I thank 
God I’m young and 

still have an entire life ahead of me 
where I can be His servant to others 
in need.

The power of God is my strength
	 Today my life is not 
complicated. It’s not dangerous. 
I’m not living on the edge. I’m not 
wondering if the police are looking 
for me. It’s only the power of God 
and the programs of the Mission that 
are bringing me to where I am today. 
I work in dispatch and I’m so aware 
of your generosity to the Mission 
and to people like me who are being 
changed by God’s love. Thank you 
for your donations of money, goods 
and time. You have no idea how 
much you mean to all of us. In the 
past I felt I was trash. Today, I know 
God loves me and that He has a plan 
for my life.

“In the past I felt  
I was trash. Today,  
I know God loves 

me and that He has 
a plan for my life.”

We’re all works in progress
	 So as you read the stories in this newsletter, please 
remember that each person is a work in progress. Together 
let’s agree that our spiritual journey may come to a close 
each night, but that it begins all over again each morning. 
	 To send your donation today to help our friends on  
their spiritual journeys, please use the remit slip enclosed. 
Or you may call us at 775-323-0386. You may also donate 
on our secure web site at www.rsgm.org. Thank you for 
your investment in the lives of the poor and needy in our 
community during the summer months and throughout  
the year. 

Summer is Here . . . and Hunger and Pain Refuse to Take a Vacation

Your donations tell me what a big 
heart you have for the homeless. 

Thank you!
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Thrift Store Locations

Shop and save today at the  
following locations:

	 • �Thrift Depot Kietzke, 
630 Gentry Way (at Kietzke), 
Reno. 825-4424. 9-6 p.m. Mon-Sat.

	 • �Thrift Depot Reno, 
575 E. Fourth St. (at Elko), Reno. 
786-4499. 9-6 p.m. Mon-Sat.	

	 • �Thrift Depot Sparks, 
640 Greenbrae Dr., #160 
(Greenbrae Shopping Center), 
Sparks. 331-5020. 9-6 Mon-Sat.

	 • �Thrift Depot North Hills,  
1075 North Hills Blvd. (Raley’s 
Shopping Center), Reno. 677-2266. 
9:30-6 Mon-Sat.

	 • � NEW! Thrift Depot Prater, 
1450 E. Prater Way (Hacienda 
Plaza Shopping Center), Sparks. 
331-5528. 9-6 p.m. Mon-Sat.

	 • �COMING! Thrift Depot Valley,  
5105 Sun Valley Blvd., Ste. 200, 
Sun Valley (scheduled to open in 
mid-July).

When Kimberly Baum’s class 
was given an assignment to 
change the world, the Sparks 

High senior knew immediately what  
to do.
	 “I wanted to help the homeless,” 
she said. “I wanted to do something 
that could make a difference.”
	 Kimberly and friend Brianna Coffey 
rolled up their sleeves and organized 
a night of six local bands playing at a 
youth club that reaped in $525 — which 
she promptly gave the Mission to use in 
its work with the addicted and homeless.
	 From phone calls to passing out 
flyers to keeping it all together, Terri 
Baum said her daughter found out such  
a feat didn’t come easily. 
	 “I’m very proud of her. It wasn’t an 
easy thing to do,” Terri said. “She really 
worked on this for quite a while. But  
she did it. And, hopefully, it does make  
a difference.”

“Thank you for 
investing in the 
lives of the poor 
and needy in the 

Reno-Sparks 
area during the 
summer months 
and throughout 

the year.”

Sparks High 
Senior raises 
funds for  
the Mission


